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MORE FUNDING NEEDED FOR TOBACCO CONTROL TO 
REDUCE CANCER INCIDENCE 
 
 

• Tobacco is a preventable cause of some 2.4 million cancer-related deaths 
every year. 

• Proven measures exist to curb tobacco consumption and significantly reduce 
cancer mortality due to tobacco. 

• 80% of tobacco consumption is concentrated in low- and middle-income 
countries (LMICs). 

• It would cost only 11 cents per person per year from domestic and 
international funding to implement resource-efficient measures in LMICs 
covering increased taxes, smoke-free legislation, package warnings and a 
ban on advertising.  

• More investment in tobacco control is also necessary to counter the influence 
exerted by the tobacco industry, which undermines political action. 

 
 
 
Thursday 27th May 2021. Geneva, Switzerland. 
 
Marking World No Tobacco Day on 31st May, the Union for International Cancer Control 
(UICC) urges governments around the world to reduce tobacco-related cancer deaths and 
other diseases by increasing investment in tobacco control.  
 
Tobacco use contributes to the development of at least 20 different types of cancer and is a 
preventable cause of some 2.4 million cancer-related deaths globally every year. 
 

Aligning with the theme for World No Tobacco Day 2021 “Commit to quit”, UICC urges 

governments to promote cessation and prevention by enacting proven regulatory measures 
that help people quit tobacco and curb first-time use. Each dollar invested now not only 
saves lives, but also reduces future health costs many times over.   
 
These measures include monitoring use and prevention policies, raising awareness about 
the dangers of tobacco, enforcing bans on tobacco advertising, imposing health warning on 
cigarettes packages and, in particular, raising taxes on tobacco products, which is effective 
in reducing consumption while raising revenue for health spending. 
 
Certain measures can be implemented regardless of a country’s income level, such as 
effective smoke-free legislation that bans smoking in public places, including indoor 
workplaces. 
 
Prof. Anil D’Cruz, President of UICC and Director of Oncology at Apollo Hospitals, India, 
says: “No one should die from a cancer that could have been prevented. We have the 
means to guard against the dangers of tobacco and second-hand smoke. The policy tools 
exist to ensure that the next generation is not exposed to the same staggering level of ill 
health caused by tobacco use as this one. We need to be proactive and support action to 

http://www.uicc.org/
https://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/disease-prevention/tobacco/world-no-tobacco-day#:~:text=WHO%20has%20recently%20launched%20a,various%20initiatives%20and%20digital%20solutions.
https://www.who.int/tobacco/mpower/en/
https://www.who.int/news/item/10-01-2017-tobacco-control-can-save-billions-of-dollars-and-millions-of-lives
https://www.who.int/news/item/10-01-2017-tobacco-control-can-save-billions-of-dollars-and-millions-of-lives
https://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-018-6096-z


 

use these tools effectively and make our voices heard, more so in countries where that 
action is still sorely lacking.” 
 
With 80% of tobacco consumption concentrated in low and middle-income countries 
(LMICs), a substantial increase in funding for tobacco control is urgently needed. According 
to the Framework Convention Alliance, the global funding gap amounts to just over USD 
27bn per year, with only 0.16% of Development Assistance for Health going to tobacco 
control in 2019.  
 

A report on “Country-specific costs of implementing the WHO FCTC tobacco control policies 
and potential financing sources” states that only 2 US cents is spent per person per year in 

LMICs on tobacco control. Half is spent by national governments, the other half comes from 
international funding. To enable LMICs to move towards full implementation of resource-
efficient tobacco control measures would cost only 11 US cents per person per year.  
 
A significant threat to the effective implementation of tobacco control in many countries and 
globally, however, is the influence exerted by the tobacco industry, which spreads 
misinformation, actively entices young people to become smokers and undermines political 
action.  
 
Dr Cary Adams, CEO of UICC, says: “The tobacco industry systemically opposes policies 
that can help reduce smoking, funds research to cast doubt on the evidence that tobacco 
products are harmful and engages in PR campaigns to whitewash its image and advance its 
interests, even amidst the pandemic. The tobacco industry also seeks to insert itself in 
global discussions on health and post-pandemic reconstruction, a tactic that is widely 
denounced.” 
 
Despite these challenges, governments around the world have acted and implemented 
policies to reduce tobacco sales. Today, 65% of the world population is covered 
comprehensively by at least one recommended measure compared with 15% in 2007.  
 
UICC therefore joins the entire cancer community, the World Health Organization, anti-
tobacco organisations and the global health community in their efforts to drive forward 
progress, raise awareness about the benefits of tobacco control and ensure that millions of 
people do not die prematurely from a preventable cancer. 
 
 

More information is available at www.uicc.org. 
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The Union for International Cancer Control (UICC) is the largest and oldest international 
cancer-fighting organisation. Founded in Geneva in 1933, UICC has some 1,180 member 
organisations in 172 countries. It enjoys consultative status with the United Nations 
Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) and has official relations with the World Health 
Organization (WHO), the International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC), the 
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) and the United Nations Office on Drugs and 
Crime (UNODC). UICC has some 58 partners, including associations, companies and 
foundations committed to the fight against cancer. UICC is a founding member of the NCD 
Alliance, the McCabe Centre for Law & Cancer and the International Cancer Control 
Partnership (ICCP) and established the City Cancer Challenge Foundation in January 2019. 
 
UICC’s mission is to both unite and support the cancer community in its efforts to reduce the 
global cancer burden, promote greater equity and ensure that cancer control remains a 
priority on the global health and development agenda. It pursues these goals by bringing 
together global leaders through innovative and far-reaching cancer-control events and 
initiatives, building capacities to meet regional needs and developing awareness campaigns. 
 
www.uicc.org 
 

http://www.uicc.org/

