Media release for immediate distribution

UICC welcomes a new President, President-Elect and Board of Directors for 2020-2022
Tuesday 6th October, Geneva Switzerland. At today’s General Assembly, held virtually for
the first time, Professor Anil D’Cruz from India was welcomed as the new President of the
Union for International Cancer Control (UICC). Full member organisations also elected the
2020-2022 Board of Directors, including the President-Elect, Professor Jeff Dunn AO of
Australia.
During the event chaired by the outgoing President, HRH Princess Dina Mired of Jordan,
Professor D’Cruz reflected on the impact of the coronavirus pandemic on cancer
organisations around the world and how this emphasises the need to engage with
governments to ensure that cancer care remains a top priority.
In his vision for the next two years, Professor Anil D’Cruz said: “UICC will continue to
strengthen its support for member organisations as they adapt to a changing health
landscape, drive innovation to advance cancer control in a way that makes it more
equitable, pursue its core advocacy priorities, and reinforce community spirit and
collaboration.”
The new President-Elect, Professor Jeff Dunn AO, is a behavioural scientist and CEO of
the Prostate Cancer Foundation of Australia. He will assume the presidency of UICC in
October 2022 at the next General Assembly. Professor Dunn has worked closely with UICC
for 30 years, served on the Board for the past six years and as Treasurer for the past four.
He is particularly committed to harnessing the collective capacity of UICC and the cancer
community to inspire action towards achieving the goal of a 25% reduction in premature
mortality worldwide by 2025.
Professor Dunn said: “Being called to contribute my time and expertise is a great honour
and a wonderful opportunity to fortify our global work at the local level to save lives. As
President-Elect, I will continue to devote my time to addressing the health and wellbeing of
the community, to prevent cancer when we can and to support those diagnosed when it
strikes.”
UICC’s new Board of Directors for 2020-2022 was also elected during an online voting
process that was opened at midnight (2am GMT). Elected Board Members hail from UICC
member organisations representing Brazil, Canada, China, Hong Kong, India, Kenya,
Lebanon, Mexico, Nigeria, Portugal, Sweden, UK, USA.
As outgoing President, HRH Princess Dina of Jordan, emphasised the achievements made by
UICC and its members during her tenure and thanked the Board of Directors and the CEO
for their unwavering support and valuable input. The Board of UICC and Professor Anil
D’Cruz thanked Princess Dina for her commitment as President of UICC, noting the energy
and enthusiasm she brought to the role.
- END -

About the Union for International Cancer Control (UICC)
The Union for International Cancer Control (UICC) is the largest and oldest international
cancer-fighting organisation. Founded in Geneva in 1933, UICC has over 1,200 member
organisations in more than 170 countries. It enjoys consultative status with the United
Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) and has official relations with the World
Health Organization (WHO), the International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC), the
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) and the United Nations Office on Drugs and
Crime (UNODC). UICC has over 50 partners, including associations, companies and
foundations committed to the fight against cancer. UICC is a founding member of the NCD
Alliance, the McCabe Centre for Law & Cancer, the International Cancer Control Partnership
(ICCP) and established the City Cancer Challenge Foundation in January 2019.
UICC’s mission is to both unite and support the cancer community in its efforts to reduce
the global cancer burden, promote greater equity and ensure that cancer control remains a
priority on the global health and development agenda. It pursues these goals by bringing
together global leaders through innovative and far-reaching cancer-control events and
initiatives, building capacities to meet regional needs and developing awareness campaigns.
More information is available at www.uicc.org.
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