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MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE UNION FOR 

INTERNATIONAL CANCER CONTROL (UICC) 

Tuesday 1 November 2016, 18h30 – 20h00 

Amphithéâtre Bordeaux, Palais des Congrès – Paris, France 

Opening of the General Assembly 

Tezer Kutluk, UICC President, opened the General Assembly. 

Before starting the programme, Tezer Kutluk invited Sir George Alleyne to the stage. Sir George Alleyne 

paid tribute to Her Excellency Ameera Binkaram, who passed away on 22 October 2016. 

 

1. Welcome and introductions 

Tezer Kutluk welcomed all UICC members, friends, past presidents, board members and special guests. 

More than 300 delegates were present and more than 200 full member organisations were voting. This was 

a record for UICC. 

 

2. Approval of agenda 

Tezer Kutluk introduced the agenda for the meeting. He explained each item on the agenda and requested 

the approval of the agenda. The agenda for the meeting of the 2016 General Assembly was approved. 

 

3. Approval of the minutes of the 2014 General Assembly 

The next item on the agenda was the approval of the minutes of the meeting of the General Assembly held 

in Melbourne on 2 December 2014. Tezer Kutluk sought for approval. The minutes of the 2014 General 

Assembly were approved. 

 

4. Approval of the proposed changes of the UICC Constitution 

Tezer Kutluk explained that in accordance with the UICC Constitution, amendments to the Constitution can 

only be made with the approval of the General Assembly. 

 

The UICC Board of Directors had two proposals: 

- Proposal 1: With effect from the next General Assembly in 2018, there would no longer be an 

Immediate Past-President as an ex-officio member of the Board, as a six-year commitment (two 

years as President-Elect, two years as President and two years as Immediate Past President) was 

deemed too long and might limit the number of individuals who wish to be considered for the role. 

- Proposal 2: The Board of Directors would be empowered to appoint an individual who has financial 

skills to take the role of Treasurer, should the vote at the General Assembly result in such an 

individual not being elected 

Other minor changes to the Constitution were also proposed to clarify the above-mentioned proposals. 
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Proposed changes to the Constitution were approved. 

 

5. The elections process 

Sir Harpal Kumar, CEO of Cancer Research UK and UICC Board member, explained the process that lead 

to the elections which commenced on 15 March 2016 with a call for nominations for the roles of President-

Elect and members of the Board. 

He then presented the two candidates for President-Elect and the 20 candidates for the 14 seats available 

for the UICC Board of Directors. 

Sir Harpal then explained how the voting would be conducted. David Hill, previous President of UICC, would 

be acting as the independent scrutineer to ratify the counting of the votes. The results of the voting would be 

announced at the end of the General Assembly. 

 

6. Election for the President-Elect 

Sir Harpal Kumar presented the two candidates for President-Elect: 

- Professor Anil D’Cruz 

- HRH Princess Dina Mired 

The votes were cast. 

 

7. Election for the Board of Directors 

Sir Harpal Kumar presented the list of the 20 candidates for the Board of Directors. 

The votes were cast. 

 

8. Report of the President 

Tezer Kutluk reported on the activities aimed at uniting the cancer community.  

 UICC membership now comprises 1 000 members. The numbers had increased but more importantly 

the interaction and engagement were greater. The satisfaction level of members was shown on the 

results of the Membership Survey conducted in 2015. 

 UICC partners also expanded and continued supporting UICC ambitions of having a truly multi-sectoral 

approach engaging civil society, governments, the private sector and the general public. 

 Tezer Kutluk also mentioned the productive relationships with three United Nations Agencies: World 

Health Organization, International Agency for Research on Cancer and International Atomic Energy 

Agency. 

 World Cancer Day has become a permanent day in the media. The three-year campaign “We can. I 

can” has provided the foundation to message what can be done at global, government, organisation 

and individual levels to reduce the cancer burden over time. 

 The World Cancer Leaders’ Summit continued bringing together the cancer leaders to work together 

and address cancer. 

 The World Cancer Congress continued providing a platform to identify common challenges and share 

strategies. 

 

9. Report of the CEO 

Cary Adams, UICC CEO, covered the work undertaken to promote greater equity and delivering a 

challenging and impactful global agenda, working with strategic network and delivering UICC’s capacity 

building agenda. 

 

Cary Adams then described each of the work achieved working with networks such as: 
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 NCD Alliance has grown and matured to the point that there were more than 45 regional and national 

NCD Alliances around the world. 

 McCabe Centre for Law and Cancer, a joint initiative of UICC and Cancer Council Victoria, continued 

delivering its training activities as its profile continue to develop. 

 The International Cancer Control Partnership, which comprises 24 partners, continued increasing its 

advocacy capabilities and had maintained a resource portal that houses resources for cancer control 

planning. 

 The Chief Medical Officer Network, ran by UICC partner BUPA in United Kingdom, continued its 

activities aimed at impacting the health of employees. 

 

Cary Adams continued presenting the capacity building work that would help members to do a “better job 

tomorrow than they can do today.” The activities were centred in understanding the needs of members, 

developing tools to help them, and delivering products and services to fulfil those needs. 

Cary Adams provided an overview of the activities to deliver a challenging and impactful global agenda. 

The report of the CEO concluded with a summary of the financial performance of 2014 and 2015. Cary 

Adams reported that UICC is in a strong position; income sources were stable; financial management was 

rigorous to ensure the delivery of activities and collection of debts; activities were funded for 2016 and 

2017; clean financial audits were received for 2014 and 2015. 

 

10. Approvals of the UICC annual accounts and discharge of the Board of Directors and CEO 

Tezer Kutluk acknowledged the work done by Anne Lise Ryel, UICC Treasurer for the last two years. He 

then requested the approval for the UICC Annual Accounts for 2014–2015. 

The accounts were approved. 

Tezer Kutluk sought for approval to discharge the Board of Directors and the CEO of their responsibilities for 

the 2014–2016 period. 

The Board of Directors and the CEO were discharged of their responsibilities for the 2014–2016 period. 

 

11. Personal reflections by Mary Gospodarowicz, Immediate Past-President 

Mary Gospodarowicz, UICC Immediate Past-President, provided an overview of her experience contributing 

to UICC governance over the last 15 years. She reminded the audience that the cancer community should 

develop consensus to address all aspects of global health needs.  

Mary Gospodarowicz thanked all the support received from colleagues in the Geneva team, members of the 

Board of Directors, UICC Presidential teams, members and partners.  

 

12. Results of the Elections for President-Elect and Board of Directors 

Sir Harpal Kumar returned to the stage to report on the results for the role of President-Elect. He also 

confirmed that David Hill had informed him that the process was conducted in order and the results were 

correct. 

Sir Harpal Kumar announced that the new President-Elect for UICC from Paris to Kuala Lumpur was HRH 

Princess Dina Mired. 

He reminded the audience that Anil has been a driving force in the organisation, and he recognised his 

commitment and efforts throughout the years he had been in the Board of Directors. 

Sir Harpal Kumar read out the 14 names of the members of the new UICC Board of Directors and confirmed 

that the following candidates have been elected: 

1. Benjamin Anderson 

2. Heather Bryant 
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3. Maira Caleffi 

4. Eduardo Cazap 

5. Sally Cowal 

6. Anil D'Cruz 

7. Jeff Dunn 

8. Nick Grant 

9. Mhamed Harif 

10. Hussein Khaled 

11. Anne Lee 

12. Gilbert Lenoir 

13. Saunthari Somasundaram 

14. Ann Steyn 

 

13. Future plans and ambitions for UICC by Sanchia Aranda, President-Elect 

Before presenting the future plans as UICC President, Sanchia Aranda congratulated HRH Princess Dina 

Mired for being elected as 2016–2018 President-Elect and the new Board of Directors. 

Sanchia Aranda outlined her expectations as new UICC President. She assured the member organisations 

that she intended representing them with full commitment and ensured that all great work will continue 

through her presidency. She intended to keep the growth rate as well as the engagement and support 

received by members and partners. 

Sanchia Aranda highlighted the critical importance on giving attention to national action for the biggest 

impact. A cancer resolution by the World Health Organisation (WHO) would provide a framework for 

international engagement that would translate into national action. A cancer resolution would stimulate more 

synergies and systems strengthening by supporting and encouraging the alignment and integration of cancer 

plans with existing health services 

Sanchia Aranda also gave an overview of the work in cities that the UICC will be undertaking to galvanise 

action by calling on city leaders to take up the challenge of establishing cancer solutions in all cities of 1 

million population or more. She called for UICC members and partners to join this bold challenge. 

Sanchia Aranda summarized her call to action for the next two years:  

Let’s make sure that a WHA Cancer Resolution sets out the agenda through to 2025. 

Let’s commit to working together to increase the capacity of our community to impact cancer control at a 

national level. 

Let’s join UICC in encouraging cities around the world to improve cancer treatment and care 

Let’s work with the NCD Alliance to ensure that the 2018 United Nations Review on Progress addressing 

NCDs is a powerful and successful meeting 

Let’s motivate global funders to increase their focus on cancer in low and middle income countries. 

Let’s do everything we can to reduce the cancer burden for future generations by implementing everything 

that we know works. 

 

14. Closure  

Tezer Kutluk wished Sanchia Aranda the very best as President of UICC. He also congratulated HRH 

Princess Dina Mired for becoming the new President-Elect and the new Board of Directors. 

Tezer Kutluk then gave the floor to Isabel Mestres, Director Membership and Partnership Development. 

Isabel Mestres presented a brand new video addressed to members that showcase UICC priority areas. She 

encouraged all members to use the video. 
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Tezer Kutluk closed the General Assembly by inviting all attendants to join the reception hosted by Cancer 

Research UK, held right after the event. 


