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A unique opportunity to transform our 
knowledge of cancer

On 11th June 2013, the International Federation of Pharmaceutical Manufacturers & Associations (IFPMA), 
the International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) and the Union for International Cancer Control 
(UICC) co-hosted a global roundtable that brought together a select multisectoral group from the private 
and public sectors to discuss possible synergies and partnerships in order to accelerate capacity building 
and outputs of cancer registries in low- and middle-income countries - with a special focus on the Global 
Initiative for Cancer Registry Development (GICR) network hub in Sub-Saharan Africa.

These discussions were especially timely, following the strong signal of significant political will through 
the adoption of the resolution and Global Action Plan for Non-communicable Disease 2013-2020 (NCD) at 
the 66th World Health Assembly (WHA) in May 2013. Specific attention to the need for population based 
registries with a global agreed indicator to ‘monitor the trends and determinants of non-communicable 
diseases and evaluate progress in their prevention and control’ gives increased impetus to GICR.

The World Health Organization expressed the sense of urgency and priority for GICR which is embracing a 
pan-sector partnership approach to support Member States efforts to secure quality data which will shape 
their cancer and NCD plans.

Participants were briefed by IARC on the progress of GICR especially highlighting the early success of 
the hub level activity in Mumbai (leading a SE Asia region spanning 30 countries), as well as the African 
Cancer Registry Network (AFCRN) a shared approach currently serving 23 countries in Sub-Saharan Africa. 
GSK, a supporter of AFCRN for the past two years, shared their insights on key learnings from the field 
highlighting the critical role of capacity building and training.

The event was also an opportunity to meet key partners from the UICC membership, government and the 
private sector and discuss opportunities to collaboratively address the global cancer information dilemma 
over the coming years.

Moderator
•  Mr Cary Adams, Chief Executive Officer, Union for International Cancer Control

Speakers
•  Dr Jose Diaz, Global Health Outcomes Director, Oncology,  

GlaxoSmithKline Oncology 

•  Dr David Forman, Head, Section of Cancer Information,  
International Agency for Research on Cancer

•  Mr Eduardo Pisani, Director General,  
International Federation of Pharmaceutical Manufacturers & Associations



Technology plays an important role, but just 
helping to deliver the data doesn’t offer a 
great deal of value, unless you can actually 
use it and leverage the knowledge that 
is embedded in the data. This is why it is 
important to invest in understanding the 
value of data and how it can be  
interpreted.

Mr David A. Kerr, Director,  
Watson for Healthcare,  

IBM Corporate Strategy, IBM

There are many elements to capacity building 
for cancer registries, not least the training of 
staff. It is important to have sources of data, 
to be able to capture and record them, but 
unless you have the staff who understand 
that information, you are never going to 
make progress.

 
Dr David Forman, Head, Section of Cancer 

Information, IARC

Key Messages
Participants noted the following “take home” 
messages:

1. High-quality incidence and mortality data 
by cancer type are vital, as they enable 
governments to develop effective policies 
for cancer control. The collection of basic 
cancer information is not a luxury, but a 
cost-effective investment to show where the 
real needs are, plan for emerging trends, 
focus research where it is needed and spend 
money where it matters.

2. Early traction of the GICR programme in 
the 18 months since its launch will have put 
4 of 6 hubs in place by the end of 2013 - 
India, Sub-Saharan Africa, Turkey and Latin 
America while the final two will follow in 
early 2014.  

3. Technology is a facilitator for rapid impact, 
but human resource is considered of vital 
importance to drive change. There needs 
to be the right people in place to capture, 
interpret and use the data, an aspect 
which relies on human capacity-building 
and targeted education, training and 
empowerment.

4. Public-private partnerships do work but 
it is time to move from words to action 
with clear objectives that combine 
training, technical and scientific support, 
coordinating and influencing the 
development of research and advocacy.

What’s next?
There are very few occasions when the stars are 
all aligned, which is the case today in terms of 
timing and momentum surrounding the issue of 
cancer registration. We know what to do, GICR 
provides the mechanism and now is the time 
to bring the right people together to make a 
difference.

As part of our goal to unite multiple 
stakeholders, we aim to raise approximately 
$5.5 million by the World Cancer Leaders’ 
Summit, which will take place in Cape Town, 
South Africa in November 2013, to make a real 
and sustainable impact in cancer information in 
Sub-Saharan Africa over the next few years. 

You need a data cycle that is sufficiently fast 
so that it is still linked to the patients and 
those people who are on the ground working 
with them.

 
Dr Jem Rashbass, National Director for Disease 

Registration, Public Health England, UK

Cancer registries are a necessary investment 
in national health planning and should be 
seen as a tool to implement the WHO Global 
Action Plan at a national level. WHO needs to 
be strongly promoting this message amongst 
country offices and with the Ministers of 
Health.

Dr Andreas Ullrich MD MPH, Medical Officer 
Cancer Control, Liaison IARC, Department 

Prevention NCDs, Noncommunicable Diseases and 
Mental Health Cluster, WHO Headquarters Geneva
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“Looking at an issue from multiple angles 
allows us to understand the lessons learned 
and what we want to undertake to serve 
public health. The fact that we can set 
clear goals and metrics in regards to cancer 
registries is something that helps in building 
a success story, and the industry is ready to 
work to make this move forward.  
 

 
Mr Eduardo Pisani, Director General,  

International Federation of Pharmaceutical 
Manufacturers & Associations



List of Participants
Organised Alphabetically

• Mr Cary Adams, Chief Executive Officer, UICC
• Dr Sawsan Al Madhi, Secretary General, Friends of Cancer Patients 
• Mr Thierry Allavoine, Regional Director, Medical Affairs Sub-Sahara Africa & Israel, Merck Vaccines
• Mr Martin Bernhardt, Vice President, Relations with International Institutions, Sanofi 
• Dr Rolando Camacho, Cancer Control Coordinator, Acting Head, PACT Programme
• Dr Patrizia Carlevaro, Managing Director, Otsuka SA
• Ms Nathalie Cretin, Regional Medical Director GEM, Novartis
• Ms Alison Z. Culpan, Director, Government Relations for Devolved Nations, GlaxoSmithKline 

Oncology 
• Mr Bart de Witte, Healthcare Leader, IBM CEE & ALPS Health Industry Executive, HCLS IBM 

Corporation
• Dr Jose Diaz, Global Health Outcomes Director – Oncology, GlaxoSmithKline Oncology
• Mr Tryggve Eng Kielland, Special Adviser, International Affairs, Norwegian Cancer Society
• Dr David Forman, Section Head, Section of Cancer Information, IARC
• Mr Marc Hermann, Marketing Oncology Region EMEA, Bayer
• Ms Cora Honing, International Relations Officer, Dutch Cancer Society
• Mr Masayuki Imanishi, Vice President, Corporate Secretary Office, Astellas Pharma Inc.
• Dr Michael Johnson, NIH Liaison, National Cancer Institute (NCI)
• Mr David A. Kerr, Director, Watson for Healthcare, IBM Corporate Strategy, IBM
• Dr Deepak Khuntia, Vice President, Medical Affairs, Varian 
• Dr Evan Lee, Vice President, Global Health Programmes and Access, Eli Lilly
• Mr Keith Lewis, Counsellor, Permanent Mission of Canada to the UN
• Dr Michel Manon, Vice President of Non–communicable Disease Strategy, Bristol-Myers Squibb
• Mr Mario Ottiglio, Director, Public Affairs & Global Health Policy, IFPMA
• Mr Eduardo Pisani, Director General, IFPMA
• Dr Jem Rashbass, Director, United Kingdom Association of Cancer Registries
• Ms Stella de Sabata, Project Manager, Section of Cancer Information, IARC
• Dr Julie Torode, Director Advocacy & Programmes and Deputy CEO, UICC
• Dr Edward L.Trimble, Director, Center for Global Health, National Cancer Institute (NCI)
• Dr Andreas Ullrich, Medical Officer Cancer Control, Department Chronic Diseases and Health 

Promotion, World Health Organization 

The overall value of registries is indisputable; 
one of these values being to establish and 
document links between disease and economic 
development. In Cancer – as well as in other 
NCDs  - we need identification and monitoring 
of real world data and I agree that registries 
should be seen as a tool to implement the 
global action plan nationally.
 

Dr Michel Manon,  
Vice President of Non–communicable Disease 

Strategy, Bristol-Myers Squibb
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“ Investments in cancer control need to be based 
on sound initiatives such as GICR. We are happy 
to be contributing to building this network 
of which advocacy and training are important 
parts and look forward to working on it in the 
coming years. 

 
Ms Cora Honing, International Relations Officer, 

Dutch Cancer Society

       The Global Roundtable Series has been made possible 
through ‘Together We Are Stronger’, a UICC-led campaign 
benefitting the global cancer community. We would like to 
give special thanks to our Vanguard Champions for their 
support and commitment.
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