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Chair, Honorable Ministers, ladies and gentlemen,  
  
Thank you for the opportunity to deliver this statement on behalf of the Union for International 
Cancer Control (UICC), representing over 900 cancer organisations across 155 countries. 
 
WHO estimates that each year, 5.5 million cancer patients suffer from pain that is not managed at 
all, and yet the global disparities in access to and availability of opioids and palliative care services 
are vast and unacceptable.    
 
UICC therefore welcomed the commitments made by Member States in Resolution 67.19, and 
congratulate them and the WHO Secretariat on subsequent efforts to create new guidance, tools, 
and training, as detailed in the progress report.  

In particular, we would like to highlight the UNODC/WHO/UICC joint global programme for 
improving access to controlled medicines for pain and palliative care. With support from the 
Australian government, a first investment in Ghana has united stakeholders to develop an action 
plan and initiate a series of pilot activities. Work has also begun in Timor-Leste, and seed funding 
from Belgium will support the same in the Democratic Republic of Congo. A sense of urgency and 
additional resources are required to support Ghana in implementation of vital pain relief and 
palliative care services and to replicate this successful model elsewhere.   

It is essential that member states and WHO prioritise the development of palliative care and that 
resources are earmarked to accelerate this process.  

We recommend specifically that: 

 Donor countries make funds available to fully implement the resolution.  

 Countries should ensure palliative care is covered under national Universal Health Coverage 
plans. 

 All countries should adopt national strategies for palliative care implementation including 
health professional training and access to essential palliative care medicines.  

 The next progress report on implementation of the palliative care resolution should be 
presented to the 2018 World Health Assembly. 


