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International Childhood Cancer Day 
 

Sanofi Espoir Foundation supports the new UICC  
“Signs & Symptoms “campaign through its My Child Matters 

network in Africa, Asia and Latin America 
 

 
Paris, France and Geneva, Switzerland - February 15, 2014 - Today, on International Childhood 
Cancer Day, the Sanofi Espoir Foundation join forces with the Union for International Cancer Control 
(UICC) to cascade the “Signs and Symptoms” international UICC campaign through the My Child 
Matters country network. 
  
The “Signs and Symptoms” campaign, developed with the International Society of Paediatric 
Oncology (SIOP) and the International Confederation of Childhood Cancer Parent Organizations 
(ICCCPO) is to increase knowledge and awareness of childhood cancer signs and symptoms among 
health professionals. This will be accomplished via a health sector approach intended to improve 
early detection of childhood cancer and access to treatment and care, including pain relief and 
symptom management. The initial campaign materials include a poster and pocket card with early 
warning signs and common differential diagnoses.  
 
Looking ahead, the My Child Matters network will work with these partners directly, sharing relevant 
experiences from selected projects, to develop and disseminate educational materials to support 
health workers and facilitate access to treatment and care for children diagnosed with cancer.  
 
The My Child Matters (MCM) Project – a partnership of the Sanofi Espoir Foundation with UICC, with 
its aim of reducing inequalities in childhood cancer care, is entering its ninth year. Since 2006, thanks 
to the collaboration with its partners dedicated to improving childhood cancer outcomes globally, 
such as the St Jude Children’s Research Hospital, the partnershiphas supported 45 projects in 33 
countries in Asia, Africa and Latin America, becoming a recognized leader in the fight against 
childhood cancer. More than 40 000 children have received care and 10 000 healthcare 
professionals have been trained since 2006.  
 
Through these initiatives, My Child Matters has learned that despite wide geographic distribution, 
countries face common issues in addressing improvements to care for childhood cancer. “To 
positively transform the pediatric oncology landscape, we believe the most powerful tools are 
availability of local medical and community champions, ability to mobilize resources from private and 
governmental sectors, implementation of public awareness campaigns about pediatric cancer and 
children’s rights to healthcare, and finally, introduction of government policies to assure long-term 
sustainability. Together, these components channel the power of community to initiate change” said 
Dr Raul Ribeiro from the St Jude Children’s Research Hospital, Chair of the My Child Matters Expert 
Committee. 
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The 14 ongoing projects are targeting 4 main challenges: 
 

1. Decentralization to bring childhood cancer care closer to patients’ homes [Paraguay, 
Honduras, Thailand, Senegal]. 

2. Early diagnosis through timely detection of signs and symptoms of cancer [Paraguay, 
Pakistan, Philippines, Honduras, Senegal]. 

3. Palliative care to improve quality of life by reducing suffering for the large number of children 
with cancers too advanced to cure [Guatemala, Thailand, and Senegal]. 

4. Population-based childhood cancer registries to understand regional disease burden and 
guide future health policies [Colombia, Ecuador]. 

 
The My Child Matters experience has shown that focusing on these issues leads to improvements in 
infrastructure, quality of life, knowledge about the disease burden, and improved expertise of 
healthcare professionals.  
 
 
 
About My Child Matters 
My Child Matters is a sustainable cooperation initiated by the Sanofi Espoir Foundation and the 
Union for International Cancer Control (UICC), in 2006 in collaboration with its partnerinternational 
childhood cancer organizations to help low- and middle-income countries in Africa, Asia and Latin 
America fight childhood cancer and reduce inequalities in access to care. Since 2006, 45 projects 
have received support in 33 countries, thanks to a Sanofi Espoir Foundation investment of € 7.2 
million to date. 
 
About the Sanofi Espoir Foundation 
The Sanofi Espoir Corporate Foundation was created in October 2010 by Sanofi to leverage more 
than 15 years of commitment to international solidarity. It is dedicated to helping reduce healthcare 
inequalities, particularly among the world’s most needy communities, as part of its social 
responsibility agenda. Its actions revolve around three major objectives: controlling childhood cancer, 
fighting against maternal and neonatal mortality, and ensuring access to healthcare for the world’s 
poorest populations. For more information: http://fondation-sanofi-espoir.com/en/ 
 
About the Union for International Cancer Control (UICC) 
UICC unites the cancer community to reduce the global cancer burden, to promote greater equity, 
and to integrate cancer control into the world health and development agenda. A membership 
organisation founded in 1933 and based in Geneva, UICC’s growing membership of over 800 
organisations across 155 countries features the world’s major cancer societies, ministries of health, 
research institutes and patient groups. Together with its members and key partners, UICC is tackling 
the growing cancer crisis on a global scale. For more information visit: www.uicc.org 

 
Contacts: 
 
Sanofi  
Laurence Bollack 
Tel. +(33) 01 53 77 46 46 
E-mail: mr@sanofi.com 
 
UICC 
Caroline Perréard 
Tel. + (41) 22 809 18 23        
E-mail: perreard@uicc.org 


